Solitary fibrous tumour of the central nervous system: pathological study of eight cases and review of the literature.
Solitary fibrous tumours (SFT) of the central nervous system are rare neoplasms that usually present as dura-based masses and clinically resemble meningiomas. Histologically, they can be similar to haemangiopericytoma or fibrous meningioma. We present herewith a pathological study of eight patients with SFT and compare our results with the published data. All tumours diagnosed as SFT over a period of 15 years were retrieved from the files of La Rabta Hospital Department of Pathology, Tunisia. Routine histological sections were prepared from formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded specimens. Immunohistochemical analysis was performed using antibodies raised against vimentin, CD34, CD99, Bcl-2 and MIB-1. The SFT group consisted of four males and four females with a mean age of 44 years. The tumours were supratentorial in six cases, tentorial in one case and located in the lateral right ventricle in the last case. All patients underwent surgery as initial treatment. Histologically, SFT were similar to their soft tissue counterparts. Two cases demonstrated increased cellularity, marked nuclear hyperchromasia and marked cellular pleomorphism. Only the later two cases recurred after 6 months of follow-up. Little is known about the biological behaviour of SFT, although most seem amenable to total resection.